
Fair Lawn 
Arboretum &
Bird Sanctuary     

Mission Statement 
The Fair Lawn Arboretum & Bird Sanctuary, 
located on a 15-acre flood plain, is home 
to birds, deer and other local wildlife.  Our 
mission is to create a park dedicated to the 
preservation of mature and newly planted 
trees, and provide habitat to encourage a 
diversity of birds.  It is our hope that the 
Arboretum will serve as an educational 
resource for the community, provide a 
tranquil place to wander and admire the 
beauty of nature while conserving the 
integrity of the flood plain, and ultimately 
become the pride of Fair Lawn to be enjoyed 
for generations.

History 
The Fox family who resided across the street 
from the Edison School suggested that the 
area behind Edison School be dedicated as 
a bird sanctuary.  In 1949 the area was so 
dedicated. 
In October 2009, the newly formed Fair 
Lawn Shade Tree Advisory Committee 
petitioned the Fair Lawn Borough Council 
to consider formally dedicating the tract of 
land comprising approximately 15 contiguous 
acres as an arboretum.  Since then the trees 
and shrubs have been documented, and are 
evaluated continuously.  The park is overseen 
by the Fair Lawn Shade Tree Advisory 
Committee in conjunction with the Shade 
Tree and Parks Departments, and the Fair 
Lawn Garden Committee.
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