
 
 

 

 

 

 
Site Updates 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is overseeing the 

design of a groundwater treatment system at the Fair Lawn Well Field 

Superfund site in Fair Lawn, New Jersey. Ramboll, Inc. is designing 

the groundwater treatment system for the Potentially Responsible 

Parties (PRPs), Thermo Fisher and Sandvik, Inc. The groundwater 

treatment system will remove contaminants such as volatile organic 

compounds (VOCs), 1,4 dioxane, and perfluorooctanoic acid (PFOA) 

and perfluorooctanesulfonic acid (PFOS) from the groundwater so 

that in the future it could be safely consumed as drinking water if the 

Borough decides to use the treated groundwater. As a part of the 

design, the PRPs are investigating the nature and extent of the PFOA 

and PFOS contamination in groundwater. The first of two rounds of 

PFOA and PFOS groundwater sampling is scheduled to begin April 

12, 2021. Fifty-seven samples will be collected from thirty-three 

monitoring wells, shown in the map below. The second round of 

PFOA and PFOS samples will be taken this summer. A higher 

resolution map can be found by visiting:                                                                                

https://semspub.epa.gov/src/document/02/609879 

 

In response to the continuing COVID-19 pandemic, EPA is working to ensure cleanup activities at Superfund sites 

do not pose a risk to the health and safety of communities, EPA staff, state staff, and contractor personnel. The PRPs 

are implementing a health and safety plan which incorporates specific protocols for preventing the spread of the 

COVID-19 virus during site activities by using best practices such as wearing face coverings and other appropriate 

personal protective equipment and social distancing. The PRPs will conduct employee temperature checks and track 

employees who might be ill, following guidance from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 

 

Past Activities 

The PRPs completed an investigation to determine the extent of the contamination and a study of possible solutions, 

called a remedial investigation and feasibility study (RI/FS) in June 2018. Based on that information, EPA selected a 

cleanup plan in September 2018, which is explained in a document called a Record of Decision (ROD). The cleanup 

plan calls for the existing groundwater recovery and treatment systems located at the Thermo Fisher and 18-01 

Pollitt Drive properties to continue removing and treating groundwater under NJDEP authority, along with the 

design and construction of an upgraded treatment system at the Westmoreland Well Field to remove VOCs, 1,4-

dioxane, and PFOA/PFOS. The PRPs entered into a Consent Decree with EPA in March 2020 to conduct the 

engineering design and construction work to carry out the cleanup plan. In the fall of 2020, EPA approved the PRPs’ 

various workplans for the investigation and study.  

 

Background 

The Fair Lawn Well Field Superfund site includes the groundwater that impacts four municipal wells located on or 

around Westmoreland Avenue in Fair Lawn, New Jersey. Two of the four wells (FL-10 and FL-14) provided treated 

drinking water to the Borough of Fair Lawn residents and are out of service to protect human health. The other two 

wells (FL-11 and FL-12) are used for monitoring.  

April 2021 Community Update 

Public participation is essential to the 

success of EPA’s community involvement 

program. If you have questions, please 

contact: 

 

Michael Zeolla 

Remedial Project Manager 

(212) 637-4376 

zeolla.michael@epa.gov 

 

Donette Samuel  

Community Involvement Coordinator 

(212) 637-3570  

samuel.donette@epa.gov 

 

More information is available at 

https://www.epa.gov/superfund/fair-lawn-

wellfield   
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To determine the source of contamination, the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection (NJDEP) 

investigated all industrial and commercial facilities within a 3,000-foot radius of the contaminated municipal wells. 

The investigation concluded that the primary source of the contamination is within the Fair Lawn Industrial Park. 

Based on the investigation findings, the two facilities owned and operated in the industrial park, Thermo Fisher and 

Sandvik, were identified as contributing sources to groundwater contamination. EPA placed the site on the 

Superfund National Priorities List (NPL) in September 1983. 

 

 

 
 
This map illustrates monitoring wells for PFOA/PFOS sampling at the Fair Lawn Well Field Superfund site in Fair 

Lawn, New Jersey. The monitoring wells are indicated by highlighted Well IDs.  

 

 

 


