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For municipalities with brownfield sites, developing a Brownfield Inventory is a good first step
priorities.

The Inventory component of this action requires a municipality to compile a list of brownfield s
research. Using this data, the municipality must submit an inventory spreadsheet and brief de
verified. The municipality can earn 5 additional points if they have three or more brownfields b
the criteria used for prioritization. The Inventory list must have been compiled no earlier than 
application submission. An approved Brownfield Inventory & Prioritization action will expire 4 

Why is it Important?

A Brownfield Inventory is an important land use tool. Once remediated, brownfields can impro
address environmental contamination, and provide public green space, effecting positive cha
Cleaning up and reinvesting in brownfield properties can provide job opportunities, take adva
lessen development pressures on greenfields and other undeveloped lands. An EPA-sponsor
Policies and Private Decisions Affecting the Redevelopment of Brownfields: An Analysis of C
2001) found that for every one acre of brownfields that are redeveloped, 4.5 acres of greenfie
study by Duke University School of Economics (Estimating the Impacts of Brownfield Remed
when brownfield sites are remediated, local property values adjacent to the remediated prope
Inventory can highlight potential human health and environmental risks that may require atten
attract redevelopment and as a tool for municipal land use planning and decisions on how to 
can be used to boost interest in available abandoned or underutilized sites with existing infras
space or greenfields.

Conducting a comprehensive Brownfields Inventory can serve the following functions:

Verify that sites of suspected contamination are brownfield sites in need of clean-up;

As an indicator of areas suitable for specific types of development;

As a resource during review of planning or zoning requests;

As a marketing tool to bring redevelopment to a community;

As a way to prioritize preparation of shovel-ready sites to promote development;

As a tool for making decisions about placement of infrastructure, roads, sewers, schools, 

As a resource in preparation of a Brownfield Element for the municipal Master Plan;

As an educational tool for residents to learn more about their community and potential thr

Brownfields Inventory & Prioritization 10 Points  15 Points



A Brownfield Inventory includes the names, number and characteristics of potential brownfiel
Commissions, Planning and Zoning Boards, green teams and municipal staff to track the stat
ownership, and redevelopment potential. The Brownfield Inventory must be a dynamic docum
when properties are cleaned, redeveloped, sold, or when new properties are identified. Deve
responsible person is part of this action’s requirements.

Prioritization is an optional step in this action that follows the Inventory, and offers additional b
This step will help focus municipal attention on problem sites that pose a significant hazard, a
achievement of other community goals. Identifying prioritized sites prepares a municipality for
Reuse Plans to address the brownfield sites. (See Brownfield Planning Reuse Action or Brow

For additional background information on brownfields, including the definition and the extent o

Who should lead and be involved with this action?

A Brownfield Inventory can be created, verified and prioritized by the green team, municipal s
site verification to involve the tax assessor, brownfield property owners or their consultants, k
(LSRPs), who are hired to identify and address contamination issues on identified sites. The 
providing input during the prioritization phase.

Timeframe

The timeframe to complete a Brownfield Inventory can vary, depending on the number of brow
available State records (accessed via a DataMiner report) for the municipality and the comple
brownfield properties. Research, collection of data, calls and site visits required to supplemen
These activities can be conducted either by volunteers, municipal staff or consultants. Althoug
Brownfield Inventory can also be collected from sources such as: New Jersey Office for Plann
Agency, tax assessor database, historic municipal data and site visits. This may already be a
relevance and accuracy.

Project Costs and Resource Needs

The Brownfield Inventory and verification can be completed by the green team, municipality o
developed with the tasks and timeline or scope of work to assign responsibility and identify re
green team members may have the capacity to compile and verify the Brownfield Inventory o
there are many properties or municipal staff has limited time to assist in data collection and ve
$15,000 depending on what elements are outsourced, the number of properties, and data ava
maps with GIS software that could then be useful for prioritization. It is recommended that the
be useful for prioritization (See “Map the Brownfield Sites” section below).

What to do, and how to do it (“How to”)



This section provides guidance for implementing the action. You do not need to follow this rec
meets the requirements.

Prior to beginning your Brownfield Inventory and Prioritization, please click here to view a vid
describing the Brownfields Cleanup Process in New Jersey.

STEP 1 – Create the Inventory.

Here are the steps in developing a list of brownfields in your municipality.

Download your municipality’s site inventory directly from the NJDEP DataMiner site. Click he
DataMiner download instructions, definitions of fields, actual fields from the DataMiner report 
Inventory robust and useful. The spreadsheet has the following tabs:

Tab 1: Instructions to Download Dataminer Report

Tab 2: Field Definitions

Tab 3: DataMiner Report + Other Fields

Tab 4: Prioritization Sheet (Sample)

Select the Excel option when you download the DataMiner report so that you can edit the doc

Add properties/fields. Your municipality may already have a list of brownfield properties tha
information from DEP, the municipality’s historic records, windshield (field) surveys, tax asses
may have also asked green team members and residents to report information about sites th
community meetings. These properties, and any data available on them, including acres, own
of property, environmental status, development status, etc. should be combined with the Data
Inventory robust and provides guidance in tracking and prioritizing sites.

Step 2: Verifying the Brownfield Inventory

Verification is a required step of compiling the Brownfield Inventory. This step requires comm
revise accordingly before submission.

Information downloaded from DataMiner will generate a list of sites that are suspected of, or k
include properties that are not legitimate brownfields as defined by the Brownfield and Contam
a site is a brownfield are:

Suspected or known contaminated sites that have not been fully remediated;

Abandoned, vacant or underutilized sites.

Therefore, occupied residential properties with a current or former oil tank spill, properties tha
existence of a site wide remedial action outcome (RAO) closure document, or sites that are fu
and should be eliminated from your Inventory.

http://www.sustainablejersey.com/fileadmin/media/Actions_and_Certification/Actions/Brownfields/2_-_Dataminer_Instructions.xlsx


For the purpose of this action, “verification” means researching the status of the property or “g
criteria. For communities with 30 or fewer suspected or known brownfield sites, all sites shou
the Inventory list or removed. For those communities with 30 or more sites, a subset of sites m
labor intensive. In order to determine which subset to verify, communities can focus on public
redevelopment area, a given radius of a transit station, or other justifiable sub-group. Municip
sites or those that are fully utilized or fully remediated. You will need to indicate in your submi

Some ways to verify sites includes:

Conduct drive by site visits to evaluate current usage status;

Use google maps (https://www.google.com/maps) to determine the current use of the pro

Evaluate zoning of the property to establish if a site has a non-conforming use;

Get ownership information from Tax Assessor or Planning Department and call property o

Contact the Licensed Site Remediation Professional (LSRP) for each site where there is o
issued.

If the property does not meet the brownfield criteria listed above, it should be removed from th
listings, the reason for removal, who approved the removal from the list and date.

Once the municipality completes the Brownfield Inventory and Prioritization, it should formaliz
includes assigning responsibility and developing a formal process that includes tracking chan
municipal staff and elected officials.

Step 3: Prioritization Action

Once the base inventory is complete, municipalities with three or more sites can earn 5 additi
sites for action. Prioritization should be conducted on the entire inventory. However, for munic
the prioritization can address a subset of sites that went through the verification process. The
using such factors as whether a) they pose health risks and/or environmental hazards, b) are
potential for redevelopment, d) support other community objectives. Actual prioritization criter
of each criteria. Examples of factors to consider in any prioritization process include:

Ownership (public versus private)

Public Health Risk

Redevelopment potential (related to size, location, or other characteristics)

Potential to reduce blight

Other

The prioritization process could be done by municipal staff in consultation with the green team
convening community members in a charette or public meeting or conducting an online surve
parties, but this is not required for points. Those responsible for this action will use community
factors to be considered in the prioritization process.



Once the criteria or weighting factors are established, the next step is the actual evaluation of
example of a ranking system where four criteria are ranked on a scale from 1-5; 1 being the l
a neutral score or a situation where sufficient information is not available for that site. In addit
assigned a relative weight that reflects the factor’s importance to the community. Criterion wit
site should then be scored and ranked based on the agreed upon weighted factors.

The highest scoring sites represent the community’s Brownfields priorities. In this example, S
Site 5.

INVENTORY PRIORITIZATION TABLE

This priority ranking must be done either for all Brownfield Inventory sites or, when a m
subset of properties to yield a list of prioritized sites. You can develop your own priorit
who was involved in the process and list the criteria that was used in determining the p

Step 4: Map the Brownfield Sites (Optional)

It is helpful to create a visual map of the Brownfield sites within your community because visu
Inventory and for the prioritization process. Location can be very significant; for example, thre
challenges and opportunities than three brownfields scattered throughout a municipality. For 
can be created manually by marking up an existing municipal map. It is also common to impo
into a Geographic Information System (GIS) based map. Various sources can be used create
and can complete their own Brownfield Inventory maps. Most counties have GIS capabilities 
this capability and, for a reasonable fee might be available to produce a map using students. 
additional benefits for prioritization and future Brownfield actions. Layers can be added to pro
transportation, nearby “sensitive” populations such as children (e.g. schools, playgrounds) or 
existing open space, proximity to natural resources, etc.

What to submit to get credits/points

In order to earn up to 15 points for this action, the following documentation must be submitted
Inventory Checklist to complete narratives.

Submission Requirements for Brownfield Inventory (10 points):

http://www.sustainablejersey.com/fileadmin/media/Actions_and_Certification/Actions/Brownfields/Brownfields_Inventory_and_Prioritization_Checklist.pdf


1. Description of Implementation: In the space on the action submission form. Note: Please
provides a template for the information required which includes:

A summary of the process and the data sources used to complete your Inventory, and a p

A summary of the verification process used to add, retain or eliminate sites from your Inve
general information on the number or types of sites removed from the DataMiner report.

The policy for regularly updating the Brownfields Inventory, including who is responsible a

A summary of the process used to develop the prioritization criteria, including whether all 
rationale for selecting the subset if applicable, who participated in the decision-making, th
weighted, if applicable. (If applying for the 5 points for prioritization)

Information on who the prioritized list was submitted to such as the business administrato
delivery. (If applying for the 5 points for prioritization)

2. Upload: Brownfield Inventory in an excel spreadsheet or PDF format. This would consist o
Dataminer report and any additional brownfield properties and fields.

3. Upload: The prioritized list of brownfield properties along with supporting information on th
prioritization)

4. Upload: Map of priority sites with GIS, based on Block/Lot information (optional).

Resubmission Requirements

Upon expiration, the municipality should submit an Inventory and list of priority sites, updated
submission dates in keeping with the requirements above.

Approved Action Expiration Date

Approved Brownfields Inventory and Prioritization actions will be set to expire December 31 
For example, if the action was approved in July of 2018, the expiration date will be set for De

IMPORTANT NOTES:

There is a limit of six uploaded documents per action and individual files must not exceed 30 
documents are recommended.

*All action documentation is available for public viewing after an action is approved. Action su
documents that are not intended to be viewed by the public.**

Spotlight: What NJ towns are doing

Jersey City



In 2010, Jersey City released the Morris Canal Brownfield Inventory. This listing of sites and a
Jersey City University and with grant funds provided by the Association of New Jersey Enviro
Brownfield sites in the Morris Canal Redevelopment Area, located in the Lafayette neighborh
contamination, cleanup efforts and redevelopment plans in an effort to attract new investmen
Brownfields sites. The inventory and map can be accessed from the folloing link:
http://thejcra.org/wpcontent/uploads/2016/06/JCRA_brownfield_FINAL.pdf

Perth Amboy

The Middlesex County Improvement Authority (MCIA) and the City of Perth Amboy, New Jers
strategies to address Perth Amboy’s brownfield properties. The City estimates that there are 
The goals of this project were to: 1) create an accurate digital data file for Perth Amboy and M
2) identify properties that might be brownfields, but that are not currently listed in the state or 
layers for use in local and regional land use planning.

Rutgers University Center for Urban Environmental Sustainability (CUES) completed a field s
properties listed in: 1) New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection’s (NJDEP) Known
Planning Advocacy’s Brownfields SiteMart; and 3) United States Environmental Protection Ag
(RCRA) databases. Based on the type of business activities conducted on a site, or observab
identified commercial properties that potentially may be Brownfields, but that are not currently
were excluded from this analysis, which focused on commercial site uses that might contribut

Perth Amboy planning staff divided the city into five priority neighborhoods, covering 1.8 sq. m
neighborhoods over an eight week period during summer, 2016. The CUES team surveyed 2
and 10,087 individual parcels within the survey area. Properties listed in the three databases 
Residential properties were identified; commercial parcels were visually evaluated to determi
business type and existing site conditions.

The report includes extensive maps of sites within five priority neighborhoods. The full report 
brownfield-inventory/pdfs/Perth_Amboy_BF_Inventory.pdf

Resources

Trenton Inventory and Prioritization Spreadsheet:
http://www.sustainablejersey.com/fileadmin/media/Actions_and_Certification/Actions/Brownfie

EPA Office of Brownfields: 
https://www.epa.gov/brownfields

NJ DEP Site Remediation Program: 
http://www.nj.gov/dep/srp/brownfields/

NJ DEP Dataminer: 
https://www13.state.nj.us/DataMiner/Search/SearchByCategory?isExternal=y&getCategory=y

http://thejcra.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/JCRA_brownfield_FINAL.pdf
https://cues.rutgers.edu/perth-amboy-brownfield-inventory/pdfs/Perth_Amboy_BF_Inventory.pdf
http://www.sustainablejersey.com/fileadmin/media/Actions_and_Certification/Actions/Brownfields/4_-_Sample_Trenton_BF_Inventory_Prioritization_.xlsx
https://www.epa.gov/brownfields
http://www.nj.gov/dep/srp/brownfields/
https://www13.state.nj.us/DataMiner/Search/SearchByCategory?isExternal=y&getCategory=y&catName=Site+Remediation


NJ Office for Planning Advocacy SiteMart: 
http://www.njbrownfieldsproperties.com/default.aspx

Mapping Resources:

With the State of New Jersey Site Evaluator it is possible to produce a map that includes Plan
Development, WorkForce/Demographic and Housing information.

The DEP web site also has a mapping tool, GeoWeb, which can provide useful information o
http://www.state.nj.us/dep/gis/geowebsplash.htm

http://www.njbrownfieldsproperties.com/default.aspx
http://njgin.state.nj.us/OIT_BusinessMap2/
http://www.state.nj.us/dep/gis/geowebsplash.htm

