
Fair Lawn 
Arboretum &
Bird Sanctuary     

Mission Statement 
The Fair Lawn Arboretum & Bird Sanctuary, 
located on a 15-acre flood plain, is home 
to birds, deer and other local wildlife.  Our 
mission is to create a park dedicated to the 
preservation of mature and newly planted 
trees, and provide habitat to encourage a 
diversity of birds.  It is our hope that the 
Arboretum will serve as an educational 
resource for the community, provide a 
tranquil place to wander and admire the 
beauty of nature while conserving the 
integrity of the flood plain, and ultimately 
become the pride of Fair Lawn to be enjoyed 
for generations.

History 
The Fox family who resided across the street 
from the Edison School suggested that the 
area behind Edison School be dedicated as 
a bird sanctuary.  In 1949 the area was so 
dedicated. 
In October 2009, the newly formed Fair 
Lawn Shade Tree Advisory Committee 
petitioned the Fair Lawn Borough Council 
to consider formally dedicating the tract of 
land comprising approximately 15 contiguous 
acres as an arboretum.  Since then the trees 
and shrubs have been documented, and are 
evaluated continuously.  The park is overseen 
by the Fair Lawn Shade Tree Advisory 
Committee in conjunction with the Shade 
Tree and Parks Departments, and the Fair 
Lawn Garden Committee.
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Location
The main entrance is located on Fair Lawn 
Ave. between Radburn Rd. and Well Dr.  It 
is also bordered by High St., Jordan Rd., and 
Mandon Pl. The Arboretum continues along 
the Jordan Brook Trail to the back of Edison 
School. The playground and picnic area can 
be accessed at the Hedman St. extension off 
Fair Lawn Ave.

Plantings
The Arboretum is a work in progress. Trees 
and shrubs are being planted annually, and so 
far perennial and pollinator display gardens 
have been planted. The divider on Well Dr. 
has been planted with an extensive shade 
garden.  Mr. Young Paek of Cliff Garden 
Florist has generously donated the extensive 
lilac collection installed along the western 
edge of the Arboretum on Fair Lawn Ave.

Amenities
A bike rack has been installed near Well Dr. 
on Fair Lawn Ave. next to the information 
kiosk. Benches are situated for visitors to take 
advantage of the tree and display beds.
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For more information
Phone: 201-797-4723
E-Mail: j.trehugr@gmail.com
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