
 

WORK SESSION OF SEPTEMBER 8, 2020 
 
Mayor Peluso called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 
 
PRESENT: Mayor Peluso, Deputy Mayors Reinitz and Rottenstrich, Councilmembers 
Cutrone and Krause. 
 
ALSO PRESENT: Manager Van Kruiningen, Deputy Clerk Goddel and Attorney 
Verrone. 
 
CLOSED SESSION RESOLUTION  
 
Upon motion by Councilmember Cutrone and a second by Councilmember 
Krause, the following closed session resolution was unanimously adopted at              
7:35 p.m. 
 
 WHEREAS; the Open Public Meetings Act of the State of New Jersey permits 
the public to be excluded from certain matters to be discussed by the Governing 
Body; and 
 
 WHEREAS; the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Fair Lawn desire to 
discuss Tactics and Techniques Regarding Public Safety; and 
 
 WHEREAS; these matters are ones which permit the exclusion of the public 
from such discussions; and 
 
 WHEREAS; minutes will be taken during this closed session and once the need 
for confidentiality no longer exists the minutes will be available to the public. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough 
of Fair Lawn that the public be excluded since these matters as set forth above are 
ones which permit the exclusion of the public from such discussions.  
 
Mayor Peluso reconvened the Work Session at 7:47 pm. 
 
REVIEW OF TENTATIVE AGENDA 
 
Deputy Mayor Rottenstrich asked to add a proclamation for Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month emphasizing the importance of mammograms, which can 
make the difference between life and death.   
 
COUNCIL COMMENTS 
 
Councilmember Krause stated he hoped the teachers and students had a great 
first day of school today.  He hoped that everyone had a nice Labor Day.  The 
work that essential workers and other workers do has been particularly highlighted.  
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As scary as the Pandemic has been, it would have been much scarier had they 
not had retail workers that allowed them to buy the things they need, the delivery 
people to make sure things get across the Country and, of course, their first 
responders.  The value of our workers have never been so much in the forefront. 
 
He concluded by reporting that none of his committees have met since the last 
meeting, but he will be meeting with River Road and Broadway Improvement 
Corporations on Thursday via Zoom.  He attended many of the summer concerts, 
and he noted the remaining concerts are coming up the next two Sundays at 8:00 
pm.  He thanked the Recreation Department for their efforts.  
 
Councilmember Cutrone reported on the Senior Citizen Advisory Committee.  The 
Fair Lawn for All Ages website (www.FairLawnForAllAges.org) is up and running.  
The survey prepared by NYU is ready to go and six seniors have already completed 
it.  She asked Mayor Peluso to announce the survey when he does his calls to 
update residents.  She would also like to send it out through an email blast to 
Borough residents.  She noted the seniors were very excited to learn that the 
outdoor exercise program will continue into the fall.   
 
The Community Relations Advisory Committee met and asked that she remind 
everyone to get a copy of the Community Read book, “So You Want to Talk About 
Race”, which the Council has committed to read.  More information about 
upcoming events can be found on the Committee’s Facebook page, as well as 
the Facebook page for the Community Read.  Several educators will be reading 
the book and the Black Student Union at the High School will also read it and share 
the information with other students.   
 
She reported that the Arts Council is progressing with their outdoor art walk on River 
Road.  The artists have been selected and five of the seven businesses have 
approved the artwork.  They are looking for two more businesses to offer window 
space.  Painting should begin in mid-September and be completed by September 
25th.  She was hoping that this would draw residents to their wonderful local 
businesses.   
 
She concluded by reporting that the Access for All Committee has been holding 
Zoom Bingo nights, which have been very successful.  They are also looking into 
doing a virtual dance soon.  It has been a challenging time with COVID, but they 
are doing some wonderful things.   
 
Deputy Mayor Rottenstrich stated she attended the August Community Relations 
Advisory Committee meeting.  She thanked the Committee for the important work 
they are doing.     
 
The Planning Board met on August 31st to consider the application of the storage 
facility on Route 208.  Neighbors had expressed concerns at a Work Session 

http://www.fairlawnforallages.org/
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regarding lighting, signs and building location, and the applicant has made 
significant commitments to address those concerns, as well as the concerns of 
Planning Board members.  As a result, the application was approved.   
 
The Green Team is diligently working on recertification for Bronze status through 
Sustainable Jersey.  The Team thanked the Borough for their cooperation and for 
providing the needed information.  She met with the Shade Tree Committee, who 
will do a review of the trees purchased by the Borough and advise them which 
trees they should invest in for Fair Lawn in light of climate change.  They are also 
concerned, as are the other green committees, about the loss of trees in Fair Lawn 
as a result of storms.   
 
She asked Manager Van Kruiningen if he knows how many trees they lose 
annually, either through storms or through homeowners taking down trees.  They 
also wanted to know how many trees were being replaced so they can determine 
the deficit.  They will be developing a more effective campaign to encourage 
homeowners to request trees, although a concern was raised by a Committee 
member who was told the planting shade trees this year was not going to be 
prioritized.  Manager Van Kruiningen stated he will look into it and get back to her. 
 
Deputy Mayor Rottenstrich asked where the Ballot Box was going to be located at 
Borough Hall.  Manager Van Kruiningen confirmed that the ballot box will be 
placed near the Library drop box, Tax and Water Payment box and the mailbox.  It 
is being placed there because it needs to have security cameras on it at all times.  
Deputy Mayor Rottenstrich asked if they knew when it was going to be installed.  
Deputy Clerk Goddel stated that there was discussion today that they were trying 
to do it as soon as possible but the County did not provide a specific date.  Deputy 
Mayor Rottenstrich asked that the Council be informed when she knows the date.   
 
Deputy Mayor Reinitz stated he attended last month’s Fire Board meeting on 
behalf of the Mayor.  They were going to be starting a new initiative that will give 
each fire house the opportunity to brand their trucks and fire houses to create 
morale.   
 
He thanked the Fire Department, Ambulance and Rescue Squad for their help two 
weeks ago in back-to-back, multiple-alarm fires that occurred early in the morning.  
One fire occurred in a business on a main road and the other at a residence.  
Fortunately, due to the diligent work of their first responders, there were no injuries.  
They should be commended for their work.   
 
He continued by reporting that he attended the EDC meeting.  There is a big 
emphasis on business development and trying to figure out which businesses fit 
best in Fair Lawn and how they can better attract them to our community.  
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He was proud to have presided over the grand opening of Daisy Organic Bakery.  
He noted there is a new restaurant in town, Soup Maison, and Benny’s 
Luncheonette has just re-opened.  He thought it was a credit to Fair Lawn and its 
economic growth that businesses are coming here.  He encouraged residents to 
support our local businesses, who are the lifeblood of our community.  They are the 
ones that always donate to fundraisers and host events, and many of them are 
hurting.  They should do all they can to help them.   
 
He thanked the Fair Lawn Police Department for holding movie night last night.  
There was a nice turnout.  The area in Memorial Park that they have been using is a 
good staging area for these type of events.   
 
He concluded by thanking the Recreation Department, the Manager’s office, 
DPW and others.  Back in May they struggled about whether they should open the 
pool, and it wasn’t until mid-June that they received word from the Governor that 
it could be opened.  The fact that they were able to open July 6th and stay open 
all the way through without any issues is a credit to their staff, who should be 
commended.  They have all received many emails from residents praising the staff 
and how smooth it went.  There were no issues with the alternating of half days on 
weekends, which helped to keep the crowd down.  It was a bright light for our 
community.    
 
Mayor Peluso congratulated Deputy Mayor Rottenstrich and her family on the 
engagement of her son, Asher.  One of the pleasures of serving on the Council is 
getting to know each other’s families, and Asher is a great young man.   
 
He reported that the Economic Development Corp. (EDC) is looking at available 
real estate to find out what would be best suited as they move forward in hopefully 
a post-COVID world soon.  He attended the grand re-opening ceremony held by 
ARC Beauty Salon, which had completed some great renovations.   
 
They were working with the EDC to get more groups involved and have more 
synergy between the Chamber of Commerce, the EDC, River Road and Broadway 
so there is one group working together going forward, with some side projects as 
well.   
 
He met with a group looking to create an online platform for Fair Lawn businesses 
to utilize.  They will be meeting with the Economic Director, Isaac Kremer, and also 
the chairwoman of the EDC.  They will eventually present to the EDC and if it goes 
well, they will present to the Council.  It would work like a local Amazon where 
residents could take advantage of local shops.  They want to encourage residents 
to shop locally in Fair Lawn.   
 
He continued by advising the Council there is a resident who has an issue with no 
parking between 8:00 am and 10:00 am in her area.  He will be meeting with her 
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shortly to review the policy.  She has a child with special needs so he and the 
Manager will be looking to see if any additional accommodations can be made, 
on top of those already made.   
 
He thanked the Ambulance Corps, the Police Department, the lifeguards and all 
the staff at Memorial Pool.  He was there Sunday and witnessed the tail end of a 
rescue that took place at the pool.  He was proud to see the professional way in 
which it was handled.  He was glad to see that the resident who had the issue was 
back at the pool the next day.   
 
He echoed the previous comments about Memorial Pool.  He thanked the staff 
who worked so hard to make opening the pool a reality this summer.  He had a 
number of residents who approached him to say “thank you”, but those 
comments really need to be passed along to the staff.   
 
He thanked the Recreation and Parks Department for adding two additional 
concerts on September 13th and September 20th.  Both concerts will start at 8:00 
pm to accommodate those celebrating Rosh Hashanah. 
 
He reported that Bergen County will be hosting a paper shredding event          on 
Saturday, September 26th and Saturday, November 21st from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm.  
The Council tried very hard to get one of these events moved to a Sunday, since 
some residents have religious observance on Saturdays, but the County denied 
the request.  They will continue to try to get a Sunday event scheduled in 2021.   
 
He concluded by stating that he and the Council have received numerous phone 
calls and emails regarding the noise coming from 25th Street in Paterson.  They are 
working with the State and many government officials, including the Mayor of 
Paterson, to try to put a stop to this.  Since these issues are not taking place in their 
community, enforcement has been very challenging and taking longer than they 
wish.  Councilmember Krause has been looking into different ways they can pursue 
this.  The Paterson Police Department stated they have been getting hundreds of 
calls from Fair Lawn residents and he hoped they could reach a point where those 
calls were no longer necessary.   
 
TWICE-A-WEEK GARBAGE COLLECTION 
 
Deputy Mayor Reinitz stated when they discussed this back in April, it was his 
understanding that the Manager was going to speak to Cali Carting and find out 
the cost of additional twice-a-week garbage collection and whether they would 
contractually have to change their bid.  They appropriated $36,000 towards this 
service.   
 
They reached out to the Deputy Manager in the Manager’s absence, and he 
reported that Cali stated the fee would be approximately $36,000.  The Borough 
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just needed to say “yes”.  If that is the case, he asked the Council for a consensus 
to add a second pickup for one additional month starting on September 21st, right 
after Rosh Hashanah.  This will cover the Jewish holidays. Also many people are 
home because of virtual working/learning.   
 
Manager Van Kruiningen stated he spoke with the contractor today and he has 
requested two weeks’ notice to schedule his drivers and trucks.  He didn’t think 
September 21st would work.  Deputy Mayor Reinitz questioned why this only 
confirmed today when they have been trying to do this since April.  The Task 
Performance List indicated they were going to get a report back in August.  They 
reached out three weeks ago and they were told they just needed to say “yes”.  
There was no mention they needed to wait two weeks.  Councilmember Cutrone 
noted that September 21st was only one day shy of two weeks.   
 
Manager Van Kruiningen questioned if there was really a need, as each year the 
contractor says the volume is not there.  They have twice a week pick up in the 
summer months because of the heat, not because of the amount of garbage.  
Deputy Mayor Reinitz stated the residents have spoken to him resoundingly and 
this is a very different year.  Residents are home more and the temperatures have 
remained warm.  Manager Van Kruiningen apologized for not following through 
with this earlier, but COVID issues took priority.  He was also unsure what funding 
would cost for pandemic supplies and issues.  He will work with the contractor to 
get it going as quickly as possible.  They will need to set a time frame as the 
contractor will need a start and completion date.  He believed they budgeted for 
one additional month of four additional pickups.  
 
Mayor Peluso felt it would be good to start on September 21st, if possible, as it 
would cover the last remaining weeks that students will be attending school 
virtually.  Councilmember Cutrone stated that when they discussed this during the 
budget meetings, she was not in favor of it.  However, having witnessing things 
firsthand from being home all the time, she definitely sees the need for it.  She 
asked if Manager Van Kruiningen could get the numbers from Cali as to how much 
is being picked so they can make an educated decision at budget time.     
 
Deputy Mayor Rottenstrich stated that she was not in favor of this before and she is 
against it now.  From the environmental standpoint, she did not want to see 
emissions from trucks an extra time per week.  She also felt they should be reducing 
waste, not enabling additional waste.  Fiscally, she felt it was an unnecessary 
expense.   
 
Councilmember Krause agreed they are in an unprecedented time.  He shared 
Deputy Mayor Rottenstrich’s concerns about the environmental impact, but under 
the current circumstances, he supported the additional pickups.   
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There was a consensus to add an additional garbage pickup per week for one 
month, beginning September 21st, with Deputy Mayor Rottenstrich dissenting.   
 
MEMORIAL POOL BUILDING 
 
Manager Van Kruiningen noted there was a request for an explanation from CFO 
Palermo on what this ordinance entailed, which was provided to the Acting 
Manager on August 14 and shared with the Council.   
 
He explained that this expense was in the 2020 Operational Budget.  The 
ordinance was placing the funding into a Capital Reserve Trust, which would have 
no impact on the 2021 budget if they had to begin construction next year.  He 
reminded the Council that this was not a short term project or short term goal; this 
was a long-term initiative they started many years ago when they lost the 
permanent structures at the pool and had to use trailers on a rental basis.  They are 
at the point where they can finalize this project.     
 
Manager Van Kruiningen read the memo sent by CFO Palermo, as 
Councilmember Cutrone had a question concerning the transfer of funds.  Deputy 
Mayor Reinitz asked why the funds would get moved to Capital instead of General 
Funds.  Manager Van Kruiningen explained that because it was allocated in the 
2020 Operational Budget, it is an expenditure that has to be done within 2020, 
unless it is rescinded.  By moving the money out of the General Operating Budget 
into a Capital Trust, it protects the funding so it can be used in 2021.  They are 
almost 95% complete to go out to bid, but they have been holding off since June.   
 
Councilmember Cutrone noted there was $2 million in funding for this project.  She 
expressed concern that many people have been out of work for months and this 
may continue into the 2021 and 2022 budgets. She wondered if they would really 
be able to build the pool building and that they won’t need to use the $2 million to 
protect and ensure they are not raising taxes.  Keeping it in the Capital Account 
for one year was okay, but she wants to be sure that if they cancel the project 
they can get that money back to relieve property taxes.  Manager Van Kruiningen 
stated the answer is no.  Councilmember Cutrone asked where the funding would 
go if they cancelled the project now.  Manager Van Kruiningen stated he would 
need to ask CFO Palermo and find out what the State would allow them to do.   
He explained that (pre-COVID) the Borough was in a very good place, as they 
were able to invest in a project that has been going on for a decade without any 
impact to the taxpayers.  This is almost unheard of within any municipality.  The 
Council spoke on how happy the residents were to have the pool opened for the 
2020 season, but he and his staff have continuously heard about the rental trailers 
and the condition of the bathrooms that have had four “band aid” repairs during 
the last ten years.   He understood what was being asked, but he did not think 
there was anything wrong in placing the funding in a Trust and holding off on the 
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project for six months or a year.  He will wait for further direction before going out 
to bid.   
 
Deputy Mayor Reinitz thought they were taking these steps so that the $2 million 
would be in the Operating Budget to cover any shortfalls.  He felt they should hold 
off on bids and wait until November to see where they are financially.  Manager 
Van Kruiningen stated that the ordinance needs to be introduced in November at 
the latest and adopted in December.  He will also need direction from the Council.   
 
Mayor Peluso felt if they started the project sooner it can be completed in 2021.  
Manager Van Kruiningen stated it is a six to nine month construction project, at a 
minimum.  They would have to have good weather, too.  They could move the 
trailers, though, so building could take place during the pool season.   
 
Deputy Mayor Reinitz suggested putting the ordinance on the November agenda 
for first reading and passing it in December.  Councilmember Cutrone agreed.  
Deputy Mayor Rottenstrich felt they will have more fiscal information by then to 
make a decision.  Manager Van Kruiningen stated he had no issue with that.   
 
There was a unanimous consensus to add the ordinance to the November 
agenda for first reading, with adoption in December. 
 
ANTI-VAPING ORDINANCE 
 
Deputy Mayor Rottenstrich asked that this moved to next month’s agenda to do 
additional research. 
 
There was a unanimous consensus to move this item to the October Work Session. 
   
AGE-FRIENDLY COORDINATOR 
 
Councilmember Cutrone stated that they approved the contract for the Age-
Friendly Coordinator last month, utilizing the grant to pay for her salary.  However, 
the contract did not have any language regarding reimbursement for out of 
pocket expenses, such as website fees, that are also reimbursed through the grant. 
Attorney Verrone drafted the appropriate amendment to align the contract with 
the grant. 
 
There was a unanimous consensus to approve the addendum discussed above. 
   
CORRECTED DRAINAGE EASEMENT – 23-33 BERKSHIRE ROAD 
 
Manager Van Kruiningen explained that when the drainage easement was done, 
there was a problem with the actual location in the easement itself.           It was 
supposed to be changed in 2008, but when the resident called to see what the 
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status was and requested a copy of the drainage easement they realized it was 
never changed.   
 
The Engineer is recommending the vacating of an old drainage easement and a 
creation of the proposed one, which now has the correct location.  He would like 
to place this on the September Council Meeting agenda.   
 
There was a unanimous consensus to correct the drainage easement for the 
above referenced location.   
   
EUGENE STREET PARKING RESTRICTION 
 
Attorney Verrone recapped a Work Session discussion about residents on Eugene 
Street, who wanted the Borough to take some action to deal with a parking issue 
on their street.  There was some confusion because one petition with two 
signatures requested timed parking restrictions and a second petition with 11 
signatures that wanted action taken to alleviate the parking issues.   
 
Some residents wanted parking restricted between 8:00 am and 10:00 am and 
others wanted parking restrictions until 6:00 pm.  Deputy Mayor Reinitz stated the 
street was close to Thomas Jefferson Middle School and Milnes School so school 
personnel was parking on Eugene Street instead of using the school parking lot.  He 
felt restricting parking from 8:00 am to 10:00 am would end that.  However, there 
may be staff or faculty members who transfer from building to building that park 
on Eugene Street after 10:00 am.  Perhaps a restriction until 3:00 pm, on school 
days only might be better.   
 
Manager Van Kruiningen stated the petition signed by 11 residents on Eugene 
Street specifically stated they wanted signage on the street prohibiting Thomas 
Jefferson personnel from parking on the street, which they cannot do. He 
instructed the Traffic Safety Bureau to issue a letter to the 14 properties on Eugene 
Street.  The letter was sent on June 30th requesting a response by July 31st.  The 
Police noted people could move their car after 10:00 am and park it for the 
remainder of the day, so they asked the residents if they wanted a change in the 
existing ordinance or if they wanted a two-hour parking limit.  Only two property 
owners responded, indicating they wanted no parking from 8:00 am to 10:00 am.  
He needs to know whether the Council was leaning towards the 8:00 am to 10:00 
am parking restriction or limited, two hour parking between 8:00 am and 6:00 pm, 
excluding Saturday, Sundays and holidays.  He stressed that the property owners 
are aware they are not exempt from the time restrictions.   
 
Deputy Mayor Rottenstrich wondered about not having street parking available 
when there were school meetings, etc.  She leaned towards no parking between 
8:00 am and 10:00 am.  Councilmember Cutrone thought they should have a two 
hour parking limit between 8:00 am and 3:00 pm, which corresponded with school 
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hours.  Manager Van Kruiningen stated they do not have that particular language 
in an ordinance, but it could be done.  Councilmember Cutrone suggested they 
let the Eugene Streets residents know what they are going to be doing and that 
they could voice any final opposition at the Council meeting.  She felt some 
residents were expecting one thing versus something different.   
 
Mayor Peluso suggested holding off since school is not in session and see if they 
can get a better response from the residents on Eugene Street.  Things get very 
hectic at dismissal time, so the teachers park on the street to avoid getting stuck in 
the parking lot.  If the parking restriction is only until 10:00 am, the teachers may go 
out to lunch and park on Eugene Street in the afternoon.  Deputy Mayor Reinitz 
suggested introducing the ordinance at the October Work Session.  
Councilmember Cutrone felt they really should have something in place before 
school starts, since the residents started the discussion a long time ago.  That is why 
she wanted to let the residents know so they could get a final tally.  Mayor Peluso 
noted, however, that it is being pushed back because only two out of 14 residents 
responded.   
 
Councilmember Krause asked if there was enough parking spaces for parents who 
have to drop off and pick up their kids.  Mayor Peluso stated Eugene Street was 
not a popular spot for drop offs.  It is mainly used by the teachers to avoid the one 
way traffic jam leaving school.   
 
Deputy Mayor Reinitz asked if anyone has spoken to the Superintendent of 
Schools.  Mayor Peluso stated they have.  The teachers stopped parking for two or 
three days, and then they all came back.  Councilmember Cutrone noted the 
homeowners saw the same cars every day so it wasn’t parents parking there, it 
was staff.  Typically teachers don’t leave the school building for lunch, which is why 
she felt the restriction for the two hours was fine.   
 
Manager Van Kruiningen stated he will submit a letter to the 14 property owners on 
Eugene Street, advising that they need to choose one of three options: 1) No 
parking changes; 2) No Parking between the hours of 8:00 am to 10:00 am or 3) 
Two Hour Parking.  Mayor Peluso felt they should eliminate option 2 because he 
had reason to believe some teachers will park on Eugene Street after lunch.  
Deputy Mayor Rottenstrich agreed.  
 
Councilmember Krause asked about no parking 2:00 to 4:00 pm or another 
window that covers school dismissal.  Councilmember Cutrone stated staff will not 
park their cars on Eugene Street if they have to move it later.  Mayor Peluso stated 
parking will not move to another street because Eugene is closest and it’s easy to 
get out of.  There is no other street in that area that serves the same purpose.  
Councilmember Cutrone thought that might be a viable option along with two 
hour limited parking between 8:00 am and 3:00 pm or no change at all. 
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Manager Van Kruiningen asked for clarification of the options that will be offered 
to the residents.  Mayor Peluso stated they could offer Two Hour Parking between 
the hours of 8:00 am and 3:00 pm; No Parking between the hours of 2:00 pm to 4:00 
pm or keep everything the same.  Parking limits would be in affect Monday 
through Friday.  Manager Van Kruiningen stated he will send the letters out by 
Thursday with a response requested within 10 days.   
 
There was a unanimous consensus to have Manager Van Kruiningen send a letter 
to the residents on Eugene Street with the three options listed above.    
 
MUNICIPAL CLERK POSITION 
 
Deputy Mayor Reinitz stated that Municipal Clerk Bojanowski had reached out to 
Deputy Mayor Rottenstrich and himself about advertising for the position.  He 
asked if Manager Van Kruiningen will handle the advertisement.  Manager Van 
Kruiningen stated yes.  He asked if they would be following the usual avenues they 
had followed in the past.  Deputy Mayor Reinitz stated that they had talked in July 
about the structures they wanted in place and how they wanted the ad worded.  
Manager Van Kruiningen stated he will advertise as soon as possible.    
 
There was a unanimous consensus to have Manager Van Kruiningen begin 
advertising for the Municipal Clerk position.   
 
TRAFFIC/PEDESTRIAN SAFETY 
 
Deputy Mayor Reinitz stated he reached out to Engineer/Deputy Manager 
Garrison on August 25th or August 26th about specific projects such as Harrison 
Drive, Willow Street and 17th Street, and some of the numbered streets, for an 
update.   
 
Manager Van Kruiningen stated the speed survey and vehicle count on Harrison 
Drive indicated it did not meet the criteria for a speed table.  After discussions with 
Traffic safety and the Engineering Department, it was decided they would paint a 
double yellow line on both sides, which will help somewhat to slow traffic down.  
This will be done as part of the resurfacing project as the contractor uses 
thermoplastic, which lasts longer than paint applied by Borough personnel.   
 
With regards to 17th Street, he needs to get data on the southbound side of 17th 
Street near Willow Street, as he only has information regarding the northbound 
side.  The vehicle count, though, is still high.  They may make it a four-way stop at 
this intersection or have a four-way stop on all the streets heading towards Summit 
Avenue.   
 
He continued by stating they were not monitoring the numbered streets at the 
Mayor’s suggestion, since school was not in session for the summer and the 
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numbers would be skewed.  If directed by the Council, he could begin the study 
on every numbered street for a minimum of seven days.  Deputy Mayor Reinitz felt 
they should wait until mid-October when children were back in school.  
Councilmember Cutrone and Mayor Peluso agreed.   
 
Deputy Mayor Reinitz stated that there was a motor vehicle accident involving a 
bike on Chandler Drive, and a motor vehicle accident involving a scooter on Fair 
Lawn Avenue, as well as the tragic pedestrian fatality a little over a month ago.  
He wondered if they were doing any enforcement to address this.  Manager Van 
Kruiningen stated that pre-COVID they had done some enforcement of pedestrian 
traffic and many summonses were issued.  He can advise Chief Cauwels that they 
need to do another enforcement. Deputy Mayor Reinitz felt they should be 
actively seeking ways to let the public know that this is a real issue, and doing 
some sort of enforcement.  When Police cars were active on 20th Street, it helped 
to slow things down there.    
 
Councilmember Krause stated there were emails about a sign being installed on 
4th Street.  Manager Van Kruiningen explained that two solar-powered signs that 
mount on telephone poles arrived on Thursday.  The signs state the speed and tell 
a motorist to slow down if they are speeding.  One sign will be installed on 4th 
Street, off Morlot Avenue, for an extended period of time.  The second one will be 
used when they encounter another situation.   
 
Councilmember Krause asked about the additional crosswalks being painted 
throughout town that they discussed in February.  Manager Van Kruiningen stated 
the County was supposed to resurface River Road last year, but they never did it.  
The Borough did the curb cuts and handicap ramps but the County did not come 
back in 2020 either.  When they do come and resurface they have asked that the 
County to do crosswalk striping on Morlot Avenue.   
 
Deputy Mayor Reinitz asked if there has been a calculation about crossing guards 
on Morlot Avenue.  Manager Van Kruiningen stated he met with Captain La Rosa 
this morning.  They will have to look at additional posts and additional hours for 
lunchtime posts needed because of virtual learning.  They also need more 
substitutes.  They are looking to place another guard on River Road.   
 
Deputy Mayor Reinitz stated they talked about making Borough forms available 
electronically.  He asked if the Police Department can make the traffic studies 
accessible to the public.  Manager Van Kruiningen stated he will look into the 
various options.  He maintains the file in his office so he has access to all the 
reports.    
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PERMIT PROCESS 
 
Deputy Mayor Reinitz stated that he asked Attorney Verrone to research what 
other municipalities do in terms of allowing demonstrations or other events on 
public property.   
 
Attorney Verrone stated after searching across the State, she felt Ridgewood and 
Flemington’s ordinance would be good with some tweaking.   
 
Deputy Mayor Reinitz stressed this wasn’t about restricting demonstrations.         He 
wanted to have a process in place so the Borough knows in advance what the 
intentions are, where the demonstration is taking place and how many people will 
be attending so they can plan Police deployment.  Attorney Verrone stated they 
also need to set reasonable restrictions, have a permit process that allows a 
participant to be given an answer in fairly short order and having an appeals 
process if they are denied.   It can be kept simple.  
 
They talked about what forum demonstrations could occur.  There is traditional 
such as sidewalks, parks, etc. and the designated forum such as Memorial Pool.  
There is also a non-public forum, such as a parking lot that cannot be blocked by 
demonstrators.  It doesn’t have to be complicated but it should set some 
standards.  Deputy Mayor Reinitz felt it would be beneficial to have Attorney 
Verrone draft a Permit Process for them to review. 
 
Councilmember Cutrone stated she agreed that the process should be quick and 
easy. They were not trying to limit people’s ability to peacefully protest; they were 
just trying to get some information beforehand.  She wanted to know if they could 
limit the use of Borough steps in front of Borough Hall so it did not give the 
appearance of being a Borough sponsored event.  Attorney Verrone stated they 
could, with the rationale being it could interfere with access for people coming for 
Borough business.   
 
Councilmember Krause asked about regulations of the noise levels mentioned in 
paragraph 2. Attorney Verrone stated, as an example, that they wouldn’t want 
people chanting in front of a hospital between 6:00 pm and 10:00 pm.   They can’t 
follow people around with a decibel meter but they could at least regulate where 
a protest is going to take place so that it is not disruptive.   
 
There was a unanimous consensus to have Attorney Verrone draft a Permit Process 
as discussed above.   
  
MEMORIAL PARK SPLASH PARK 
 
Deputy Mayor Reinitz asked for a status update.  Manager Van Kruiningen 
explained the meeting scheduled with the vendor the week of August 17th was 
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postponed by the Recreation Department because he was not able to be there.  
It is going to be rescheduled.  The project was delayed because the factory 
closed due to COVID; however, the money is approved and they want to move 
forward.  They need to do a resolution approving the cost of the project, as there is 
going to be a 5% price increase in 2021.  They can have the equipment installed in 
the springtime and possibly open it prior to the opening of the pool, depending on 
the weather.  There is no change in the location.  He apologized for the delay but 
there were several factors in play this past few months.     
 
Councilmember Cutrone asked if the splash park could be opened before they 
open the pool.  Manager Van Kruiningen stated it will not be open weekdays, but 
they may be able to open it on Memorial Day weekend and the weekends prior to 
the pool opening.  If they can get staff, they can look into having it opened during 
the week.  They may also be able to keep it opened a few weekends in 
September, weather permitting, once the pool closes.   
 
BERDAN GROVE PLAYGROUND 
 
Councilmember Cutrone stated that she spoke to Manager Van Kruiningen three 
weeks ago to inform him that the playground was very overgrown and in terrible 
condition.  The grass is growing through the ground covering.  Since she was on the 
ADA Committee when they raised all the money to build the playground, it breaks 
her heart to see the playground in this condition.   
 
Manager Van Kruiningen stated that Downes Tree Service had originally donated 
the special mulch for the project.  They are willing to provide the mulch again at a 
minimal cost, but the contractor suggested they wait to see if school goes back 
into session as they will have to close the playground for multiple days to do the 
work.  The contractor is going to look at his schedule and then replace the mulch.  
Park staff have been informed that they need to do a better job of doing 
preventative maintenance.  Councilmember Cutrone expressed concern that this 
is now going to cost more money, which wouldn’t have been the case if proper 
maintenance was done on a regular basis.   
   
COMMUNITY READ/POLICE 
 
Councilmember Cutrone stated the member of the Community Relations Advisory 
Committee who is leading the Community Read event reached out to the Chief 
and Community Policing to ask if the Police would also read the selected book, 
“So You Want to Talk about Race”.  The PBA stated they would, but they want the 
Council to purchase a copy of the book for each officer.   
 
The Mayor suggested they purchase ten books for the first ten officers, who can 
then share the book with the next 10 officers, etc.  When everyone is done reading 
the books, they can be donated to the Library.  A committee member also 
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suggested that each officer signs his name inside the book cover after reading the 
book, so that whoever borrows the book from the Library will see all the officers 
who read the book.   
 
There was a unanimous consensus to purchase ten copies of “So You Want to Talk 
about Race” for the PBA.   
 
Manager Van Kruiningen stated he will look into purchasing ten copies of the book 
from the suggested Glen Rock vendor.   
 
CONTINUITY POLICY 
 
Deputy Mayor Reinitz felt it was important that the Deputy Manager be kept 
apprised of everything that is going on, as there have been times when the 
Deputy Manager is not aware of projects or other issues taking place.  He 
suggested establishing a policy that indicates that the Deputy Manager receive 
regular updates on ongoing activities.  There have been issues during the past two 
years that the Deputy Manager wasn’t aware of.  He asked Manager Van 
Kruiningen to come up with a policy that ensures that the Deputy Manager is well 
informed so there is some redundancy in the event of a health or long term issue.  
Without one it puts everyone in a difficult decision if the Acting Manager is not 
read into what is going on.   
 
There was a unanimous consensus to have Manager Van Kruiningen look into 
establishing a Continuity Policy that ensures the Deputy Manager is kept apprised 
and updated about policy matters.   
   
RESOLUTION NO. 288-2020 – EXPENSES REIMBURSEMENT AGE FRIENDLY        
                                                 COORDINATOR 
 
There being no discussion, upon motion by Councilmember Cutrone and a second 
by Deputy Mayor Reinitz, Resolution No. 288-2020 was unanimously passed.   
                                           
RESOLUTION NO. 289-2020 - AUTHORIZING CROSSROADS SPECIALTY PHARMACY              
                                                 TO PROVIDE ADULT IMMUNIZATIONS FOR BOROUGH    

                              EMPLOYEES AND EMERGENCY PERSONNEL 
 

There being no discussion, upon motion by Councilmember Krause and a second 
by Councilmember Cutrone, Resolution No. 289-2020 was unanimously passed.   
 
RESOLUTION NO. 290-2020 - AWARD OF BID: ROADWAY IMPROVEMENTS 2020 –  
                             REIVAX CONTRACTING CORP 
 
There being no discussion, upon motion by Deputy Mayor Rottenstrich and a 
second by Deputy Mayor Reinitz, Resolution No. 290-2020 was unanimously passed.   
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Manager Van Kruiningen asked to discuss one item.  He stated that Tuesday, 
October 6th was the tentative rescheduled date for National Night Out.  He stated 
Superintendent Graff needed to know if they wanted to move forward with the 
event to he could confirm with the band.  However, he needed to find out the 
status of the Police Department’s participation.  He noted that a Work Session was 
scheduled that same evening.   
 
Mayor Peluso asked if the National association has made a recommendation.  
Manager Van Kruiningen stated they have not.  He noted that scheduling the 
vendors will take some time.  It could be a limited event with just a concert. 
 
Councilmember Cutrone stated that the field was large, and if attendees wear 
masks they wouldn’t have to regulate people being six feet apart.  She wouldn’t 
want to have any food.  She did admit to having some fear about holding a large 
event in October.  Deputy Mayor Rottenstrich suggested limiting the event to just 
the concert. Manager Van Kruiningen stated he will check with the Police 
Department, who already had indicated they were doing limited plans.  His 
recommendation was to not hold the event or the concert this year.  He felt a 
Tuesday night in October was a difficult time for a concert.  He could look into 
having an additional concert on September 27th.  Deputy Mayor Reinitz noted that 
was Yom Kippur.  Councilmember Cutrone agreed with Manager Van Kruiningen 
that the event should be cancelled.   
 
Deputy Mayor Reinitz asked if it was possible to make it a virtual event.  He noted 
the whole purpose was for people to feel safe at night and get to know the Police 
officers, so maybe they could come up with an alternate solution in conjunction 
with the schools.  Manager Van Kruiningen stated he could ask.  Deputy Mayor 
Reinitz agreed that it would be safer to do it virtually rather than have hundreds of 
people.  Councilmember Krause stated he had a hard time envisioning the usual 
activities going forward. 
 
Manager Van Kruiningen stated that he will cancel the in-person event and follow 
up to see if there could be any virtual activities.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
Manager Van Kruiningen stated there were three public comments submitted via 
email, which will be read by Chief of Staff/Veterans Director Magarelli.  The phone 
is live if anyone wants to call in at 201-564-6185.   
 
Deputy Mayor Reinitz asked if he could add something regarding the Continuity 
Policy.  He asked Manager Van Kruiningen to consider having the Deputy 
Manager attend Work Sessions on a regular basis.  He felt that would help the 
Deputy become familiar with the issues.   
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Chief of Staff/Veterans Director Magarelli read the following email from Catherine 
Gorgano, 0-22 Overlook Place, Fair Lawn:  I live on Overlook Place in Fair Lawn.  
We have not gotten handicap sidewalks on either end of our street.  Another issue 
– with the pandemic notwithstanding, cars are parked day and night on the street, 
not even in their garages or driveways of the two houses.  Their four cars are 
parked day and night on the street.  Everyone else on the street obeys the parking 
regulations.   
 
In addition, a new neighbor has erected a 6 foot closed vinyl fence in the front of 
their house.  This truly diminishes property values.  Everyone who comes to my 
home remarks about the fence.  
 
I have lived in Fair Lawn 49 years, love my town and never want to move.  I want 
to add that the Police have been wonderful to me.  Every time my very ill (now 
duly deceased) husband fell, they have helped me numerous times lifting him.  
Their response was immediate and I wish to thank them for their service.   
 
Mayor Peluso thanked Ms. Gorgano for her kind remarks about the Police 
Department and for thanking them for their hard work.  
 
Manager Van Kruiningen explained that handicap curb cuts and sidewalks are a 
project that is done when a road is resurfaced.  He will follow up tomorrow to see 
the status on Overlook Place, which is a small street with only eight houses.  
Regarding the parking, there was no enforcement of overnight parking during the 
pandemic.  Enforcement just began again last night.  He will ask the Police 
Department to monitor the situation.  There are no other parking restrictions on 
Overlook, so it isn’t a violation to park on the street during the day.  He will ask the 
Building Department to follow up on the fence issue.   
 
Chief of Staff/Veterans Director Magarelli read the following email from Karen 
Mitchell, 4-12 Cyril Avenue, Fair Lawn:  I would like to hear some discussion 
regarding extending the twice weekly garbage pickup.  Both May and September 
can be quite warm and the garbage begins to smell, especially for those of us 
who actually pickup after our dogs.   
 
Mayor Peluso thanked Ms. Mitchel for her email.  Hopefully she heard earlier that 
the Council is looking to extend twice-a-week pick up for some time in September 
into October, depending on the contractor’s schedule.   
 
Chief of Staff/Veterans Director Magarelli read the following email from Leon 
Berger, 8-05 Melvin Place, Fair Lawn:  In regard to Traffic Pedestrian Safety, I would 
like to ask what is being done or has been done with regards to the intersection at 
Parmelee and Fair Lawn Avenue.  Has any progress been made with the County?  
I am inquiring because my father, Yuri Berger, was killed at this intersection while 
crossing approximately within the crosswalk on July 29th, and because others have 
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been killed, maimed or otherwise injured, including my grandmother in 1999 at the 
very same intersection.  Many of our current and former residents would agree.  My 
sister, Riana, has produced a petition, which currently has over 2,000 signatures.   
 
We need a traffic light or some significant safety measures in this area to prevent 
any future tragedies and, in some respect, to honor the memory of those who did 
not survive a walk across the street, like my father.  
 
Chief of Staff/Veterans Director Magarelli noted there was a link to the petition 
through Change.org.   
 
Mayor Peluso sent his thoughts and prayers to Mr. Berger and his family.  They were 
so sorry to hear about his loss.  Everyone at Borough Hall was struck emotionally 
when they heard about the accident and everyone felt the pain.   
 
The Council has asked the County to reduce the speed limit on Fair Lawn Avenue 
to 25 mph and they are awaiting a response.  He has also emailed the County 
Executive’s Chief of Staff asking that they look into installing a traffic light at the 
intersection on Fair Lawn Avenue.  He explained that Fair Lawn Avenue is a County 
Road, so the County would have to approve any additions that are put in place 
there.   
 
The entire Council has reached out to County officials looking for improvements on 
the road and he assured Mr. Berger that they will continue to do so.  He crosses Fair 
Lawn Avenue three times a week whether it be walking or on a bicycle just getting 
to Borough Hall, and he has seen firsthand that some cars stop for him when he is 
in the crosswalks and others drive right by.  He has major concerns about this.  
Many people use Fair Lawn Avenue as a cut through to Route 208, to get to Route 
20 and then Route 21.  He reiterated that the one hurdle they have is with the 
County.  He encouraged Mr. Berger and anyone else who wants to see changes 
to reach out to the County.  He noted that he was one of the 2,000 people that 
signed the petition and he strongly supports it as well. 
 
Councilmember Cutrone echoed Mayor Peluso’s comments that they will be 
keeping up the pressure on their end.  She also urged residents to email the County 
Commissioners and put some pressure on them as well.     
 
Chief of Staff/Veterans Director Magarelli stated he will forward copies of the 
emails to the Council. 
 
Craig Miller, 5 Ramapo Terrace asked if the County Police could help with 
enforcement of pedestrian safety and speeding on Fair Lawn Avenue.  When he 
drives 25 mph on Berdan Avenue, people tailgate him for driving too slow so he 
wasn’t sure that would help on Fair Lawn Avenue.   
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Deputy Mayor Reinitz thought the County stopped most traffic enforcement once 
they folded the Bergen County Police into the Sheriff’s Department.  Manager Van 
Kruiningen stated he was correct.  They will assist with traffic control at large events 
but are very limited on doing enforcement.   
 
There being no further comments, upon motion by Deputy Mayor Reinitz and a 
second by Councilmember Cutrone, the time for Public Comments was 
unanimously closed. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Upon motion by Deputy Mayor Reinitz and a second by Councilmember Cutrone, 
the Work Session was unanimously adjourned at 9:37 p.m. 

             
     Respectfully submitted, 

             
      ________________________________________                                                               
      Coleen Goddel, RMC  
      Deputy Municipal Clerk      
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________________________________________           
Mayor Kurt Peluso 
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Deputy Mayor Josh Reinitz   Deputy Mayor Gail Rottenstrich 
 
                                                                  __________________________________  
Councilmember Cristina Cutrone  Councilmember Kris Krause 

 


