
 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES OF OCTOBER 20, 2020 
 
Mayor Peluso called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 
 
In accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, annual notice of all 
meetings of the Borough of Fair Lawn was published in “The Record” issue of 
January 5, 2020.  Notices were also sent to the Herald News and posted on the 
bulletin board located on the first floor of the Municipal Building; copies were 
mailed to The Community News and posted on the Borough of Fair Lawn 
website.  The annual notice identified the meeting location and the time of 
Council Meetings and Work Sessions. 
 
PRESENT: Mayor Peluso, Deputy Mayors Reinitz and Rottenstrich and 
Councilmembers Cutrone and Krause.   
 
ALSO PRESENT:  Manager Van Kruiningen, Deputy Municipal Clerk Goddel and 
Attorney Verrone. 
 
PROCLAMATION: - PANCREATIC CANCER AWARENESS MONTH 
 
Mayor Peluso read the proclamation declaring Thursday, November 19th as 
World Pancreatic Cancer Day in the Borough of Fair Lawn. 
 
COUNCIL COMMENTS 
 
Councilmember Krause acknowledged all the hard work that the teachers have 
been doing for the students and would like to also wish the students good luck 
with the new hybrid learning environment.  
  
He spoke about how important it is to exercise your right to vote.  He had 
dropped off his ballot at the drop box outside the Borough Hall before the last 
Work Session and this weekend the tracker was updated that it was received.  
He wanted to emphasize that our obligations to our community doesn’t end 
with voting, please try to find a way that you can become involved in your 
community. 
 
Councilmember Cutrone echoed Councilman Krause on wishing everyone a 
Happy 2nd First Day Back to School. She also thanked the County for bringing 
back the mobile COVID testing site to Fair Lawn a few weeks ago as well as 
offering free flu shots.  She encourages residents that if you think you have been 
exposed to COVID, please get tested.  The testing is very easy and you get the 
results pretty quickly and if you have not already, please get the flu shot.   
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She thanked the All Sports Program for getting the new Kickball program and for 
providing an alternative for the first and second grade Soccer.   
 
She continued by thanking the Fire Department and the Volunteer Ambulance 
Corps for a great Open House Day.  She appreciated how creative they were 
at finding a way to create a community event in a safe and socially distant 
way. 
 
She stated that the Community Relations Committee has wrapped up their 
Community Read event and it was an incredibly successful.  She thanked her 
fellow Councilmembers for agreeing to read the book.  The discussion sessions 
were fantastic with a lot of great discussion and discourse.  She encouraged 
everyone to check the Community Read Facebook page for information on 
their culminating events. 
 
She spoke about the bench dedications that took place at Memorial Pool this 
past weekend.  It was organized by the Sunrise Rotary and Access for All 
Committee.  One bench was for Karen Peterson, who passed away recently 
and was such an important part of our community.  She was someone who 
stood up and fought for those with special needs and for our Veterans.  We will 
certainly miss her and it’s nice that her bench is in the place where she loved to 
go.  We also had a bench dedicated to our former Mayor John Cosgrove. As he 
said, it was a fitting place for his bench to be right next to Karen’s, as they were 
good friends.  Karen would also often talk to him about ways to improve the 
pool.  She congratulated him again for that honor. 
 
She congratulated Jim Vanderbeck on being honored this weekend at our 
Arboretum.  She thanked the Happy Seniors Club for inviting her and the Mayor 
to a wonderful outdoor lunch today.  
 
She reported that Fair Lawn for All Ages has 294 responses to the survey for our 
older adult community, they are looking to get 500.  Please encourage anyone 
who is 55 or over to take the survey at fairlawnforallages.org or over the phone 
at 646-754-9447 and speak to Shannon.  They are hosting a grab and go event 
on November 17th at Memorial Pool where they will be giving away a lot of 
great stuff. 
 
Lastly, she echoed Councilmember Krause’s comments about voting and the 
importance of sending back your ballot.  We have a drop box behind our 
municipal building and, if you have to, you can vote provisionally on paper but 
please note that only 4 locations will be open.  If you need help finding out 
where you have to go, the information is on the Fair Lawn website.  Also, she 
encourages you to learn more about our Board of Education race with a link 
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that was put together by the League of Women Voters at 
onyourballot.vote411.org.   
 
Deputy Mayor Rottenstrich thanked the Mayor for reading the proclamation for 
Pancreatic Awareness month.  She reminded everyone that it is still Breast 
Cancer Awareness month and to schedule a yearly mammogram.  She also 
wanted to point out that some of the same genes that raise the risk of breast 
cancer also raises the risk of pancreatic cancer.  If you have a history of either in 
your family you should speak to your doctor about the type of screening you 
should be getting.   
 
She stated that the Census has ended as of October 15th and she thanked 
everyone who participated.  Fair Lawn’s response rate was 83.4 percent which 
was 5 ½ percent higher than 2010 and put Fair Lawn in the top 10 percent for all 
towns in New Jersey in terms of the self-response rate.   She thanked all the 
members of the Complete Count Committee, including her co-chair John 
Cosgrove, for helping get the word out and for making sure Fair Lawn did stand 
up and be counted. 
 
She reminded everyone that it is a good idea to vote early.  The ballot box is 
behind Borough Hall, you can also put your ballot in the mail or bring your ballot 
to 1 Bergen County Plaza, Division of Elections. 
 
She continued by reminding everyone that we have an ongoing initiative from 
the EDC to sell gift cards.  They are subsidizing gift cards for a number of stores 
and restaurants in town.  You can buy a $25.00 gift card for $20.00.  This is until 
October 25th and they can be used in the month of November.  The link is 
www.fairlawngiftcards.com to buy your gift cards.  
 
She thanked the Sunrise Rotary and all our residents who participated in 
donating food to our local food banks, especially our food pantry at Borough 
Hall.  She congratulated Jim Vanderbeck who was honored at the Arboretum 
which was very much his inspiration.  She said that when we reach the New 
Business portion of the meeting she will be moving to rename the Fair Lawn 
Arboretum to the Jim Vanderbeck Arboretum.  
 
Finally, she spoke about participating in the two events at the Community Read.  
There were a number of interesting discussions that we plan on continuing about 
racial inequality.  It was very clear from the discussions that we only scratched 
the surface on this subject.   She read a passage about being made aware of or 
being confronted by your privilege.  She felt that it was one of the most 
important passages in the book.  She said that she wanted to thank those who 
have confronted her with her privilege, including here in Council Chambers, 
and given her the opportunity to do better. 

http://www.fairlawngiftcards.com/
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Deputy Mayor Reinitz thanked the Superintendent of the Board of Education, 
the teachers and all the staff at the schools for working so hard to get schools 
open.   It makes such a difference to be there in person, even if it is just a couple 
of days a week.  
 
He spoke about taking his daughters to the Fire Department Open House to see 
the demonstration by the Rescue Squad, Fire Department and the Volunteer 
Ambulance.   It was a great event and it was nice to come out as a community 
and have some sense of normalcy. 
 
He explained that as a liaison to the Property Maintenance Committee he has 
had the distinct privilege of serving with Jim Vanderbeck for the last few years.   
He congratulated him and explained that he would be happy to second the 
motion to rename the Arboretum after him.  He is someone who should be 
celebrated in our community and has worked very hard to keep our community 
green.   
 
There is a food drive in front of the Police Department that will distribute food to 
pantries.  The box will be there through November 7th.  If you have the 
opportunity to stop by and donate food, it would be appreciated. 
 
He wanted to highlight two things on the agenda tonight.  One is that they are 
taking steps to establish a Pedestrian Safety Board.  He explained that 
pedestrian safety is very important to them and that they have been very 
proactive in reaching out to the County to have modifications made to the 
county road.  Hopefully this Pedestrian Safety Advisory Board will be a step for 
the community to have a voice in finding ways to safeguard our streets.  If 
anyone is interested in serving that probably by December you can start putting 
applications in.   
 
Lastly, he wanted to thank the Borough Manager for being very diligent in 
making sure that any resources we used to combat the pandemic were marked 
as such and allowed us to sought money from the County, State and Federal 
Government.  He is really proud that through our Borough Manager, OEM 
Coordinator and CFO, we’ve been able to get reimbursed for a lot of COVID 
expenses which will help the Borough remain financial stable through what has 
been a tough year.  He thanked Jim for the hard work. 
 
Mayor Peluso echoed the Deputy Mayor’s comments towards the Borough 
Manager and the OEM Coordinator who have done a phenomenal job 
tracking all the COVID expenses so that when we applied for the funding, it was 
a no brainer.   
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He asked that everyone have a plan for voting.  It’s not being directed by the 
town, it was a State Executive Order that made the rules of how this voting 
procedure goes.  He knows a lot of residents want to vote in person but 
unfortunately with the pandemic that is not an option for everyone.  He 
encourages everyone to please use the ballot box drop off, it’s an easy process 
and you can track it.  Please vote because it is really important for Fair Lawn to 
be heard. 
 
He spoke about taking part in the Community Read.  It was a great program 
and he wanted to thank everyone from the Community Relations for expanding 
the program by teaming up with Ridgewood and Glen Rock.  He wanted to 
thank Rabbi Roth for presenting our community in such a great light.  He has 
seen how so many people were looking to him for advice and wisdom.  He 
explained that Rabbi Roth just answered every question so perfectly.  We are so 
appreciative to have a representative such as him for Fair Lawn. 
 
He continued by saying how much he enjoyed taking part in the New Jersey 
Law Enforcement Torch Run for Special Olympics.  He thanked our Police 
Department for making sure this event goes through Fair Lawn every year.  He 
did the full six miles and felt good until the next day.  It was for a worthy cause 
and it was great running with the members of the Police Department.  Everyone 
finished and they even joined the run with Elmwood Park.  It was great running 
with the officers and having time to talk to them as well. 
 
He attended the ribbon cutting ceremony for Senator Bob Gordon with Deputy 
Mayor Rottenstrich.  It was a great event that was very well attended and very 
well deserved.  Senior Housing is something we really needed here in the 
Borough of Fair Lawn, and need more of.  We have 84 units and 400 people 
applied.  He has been hearing from a lot of seniors that they don’t want to 
leave this community but they can’t continue to maintain a house, so we are 
going to look for ways to continue to have them here.  He thanked Senator 
Gordon for his assistance in getting this through. 
 
He stated that he went to the congregation Shomrei Torah last week for a 
COVID19 test.  He thanked them for hosting that event and encourages 
everyone to make sure they get tested. 
 
He echoed the comments about recognizing Jim Vanderbeck.  He had 67 years 
of service in total with the Borough between working for the Borough, doing 
Shade Tree and volunteering for the Borough.  It was a definitely well-deserved 
honor.  He appreciated Deputy Mayor Rottenstrich adding to the agenda the 
renaming of the Arboretum to the Jim Vanderbeck Arboretum.  He thanked 
Jane Spindel and the committees for advocating for that.  
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Unfortunately, he couldn’t make it to the bench dedication because he had a 
wedding ceremony.  He has had so many weddings ceremonies going on 
recently because people don’t seem to want to wait for COVID to be over.  It is 
great to be part of those ceremonies.  The bench dedication is definitely two 
well deserved honors for former Mayor John Cosgrove and Karen Peterson, who 
have done tons of work for our community.    
 
He stated that the Pool Committee will meet on Thursday to discuss this past 
pool season.  We have gotten a couple of emails from the committee members 
who want to thank the staff for the work they did this summer.  He echoes those 
comments, it was great having the pool open.   
 
He spoke about the COVID numbers in Fair Lawn.  They are at about 11 now 
and we have been hovering around that area for a while.  It is good compared 
to what other cities and states are going through.  He spoke about how he got 
to bring his children to school today and then have lunch with the seniors.  He 
can’t believe how long it has been since he was able to do that.  These are 
things we have taken for granted for so long but he appreciates having these 
things return.  He hopes we continue to go down that trend but we have to 
continue to practice social distancing, wear face masks and taking these 
appropriate steps so that we can get back to normal.  He thanked Fair Lawn for 
the great job they are doing facing COVID. 
 
ORDINANCE ON FIRST READING: 
 
Upon motion by Deputy Mayor Rottenstrich and a second by Deputy Mayor 
Reinitz it was unanimously agreed to table the following ordinance until further 
discussion at the next regular meeting on November 10, 2020. 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2555-2020 
(RESOLUTION NO. 321-2020) 

 
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND AND SUPPLEMENT PART II, GENERAL 
LEGISLATION, OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FAIR LAWN 2000, 
TO ADD A NEW CHAPTER  63, “PUBLIC ASSEMBLIES” 

 
Upon motion by Councilmember Cutrone and a second by Deputy Mayor 
Reinitz, it was unanimously agreed to read the following ordinance by title.   
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2556-2020 
(RESOLUTION NO. 322-2020) 

 
AN ORDINANCE TO SUPPLEMENT CHAPTER  2, ADMINISTRATION, 
DEPARTMENTS AND BUDGET AND FISCAL PROCEDURES, ARTICLE XVIII, 



Page 7 Regular Meeting Minutes October 20, 2020 
 

NONDEPARTMENTAL OFFICES AND BOARDS, COMMISSIONS AND 
COMMITTEES, TO ADD A NEW SECTION 2-109.3, “PEDESTRIAN SAFETY 
ADVISORY BOARD,” OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF FAIR LAWN 
2000 

 
There being no further discussion, Resolution No. 322-2020 introducing Ordinance 
No. 2556-2020 was unanimously passed.   
 
ORDINANCES ON SECOND READING:    
 
Upon motion by Councilmember Cutrone and a second by Deputy Mayor 
Reinitz it was unanimously agreed to read the following ordinance by title and 
open the time for public comments. 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2551-2020 
(RESOLUTION NO. 323-2020) 

 
AN ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE FOR CERTAIN CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS 
IN THE BOROUGH OF FAIR LAWN, AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE RECEIPT, 
ACCEPTANCE AND DEPOSIT OF GRANT FUNDS THEREFOR FROM THE 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION (PLAZA 
ROAD SECTION 2) 

 
There being no comments by the public, upon motion by Councilmember 
Krause and a second by Councilmember Cutrone it was unanimously agreed to 
close the time for public hearing. 
 
Upon motion by Councilmember Cutrone and a second by Deputy Mayor 
Reinitz, Resolution No. 323-2020 adopting Ordinance No. 2551–2020 was 
unanimously passed. 
 
Upon motion by Councilmember Krause and a second by Deputy Mayor 
Rottenstrich it was unanimously agreed to read the following ordinance by title 
and open the time for public comments. 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2552-2020 
(RESOLUTION NO. 324-2020) 

 
AN ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE FOR CERTAIN CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS 
IN THE BOROUGH OF FAIR LAWN, AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE RECEIPT, 
ACCEPTANCE AND DEPOSIT OF GRANT FUNDS THEREFOR FROM THE 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION (PROSPECT 
AVENUE) 
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There being no comments by the public, upon motion by Councilmember 
Cutrone and a second by Deputy Mayor Reinitz it was unanimously agreed to 
close the time for public hearing. 
 
Upon motion by Councilmember Krause and a second by Deputy Mayor 
Rottenstrich, Resolution No.  324 -2020 adopting Ordinance No. 2552– 2020 was 
unanimously passed. 
 
Upon motion by Deputy Mayor Rottenstrich and a second by Councilmember 
Krause it was unanimously agreed to read the following ordinance by title and 
open the time for public comments. 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2553-2020 
(RESOLUTION NO. 325-2020) 

 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE VACATION OF A FIVE FOOT 
STORM DRAINAGE EASEMENT ON BLOCK 3222.01 PORTION OF LOT 5 
IN THE BOROUGH OF FAIR LAWN  
 

There being no comments by the public, upon motion by Councilmember 
Cutrone and a second by Deputy Mayor Rottenstrich it was unanimously agreed 
to close the time for public hearing. 
 
Upon motion by Deputy Mayor Rottenstrich and a second by Councilmember 
Krause, Resolution No. 325-2020 adopting Ordinance No.  2553–2020 was 
unanimously passed. 
 
Upon motion by Deputy Mayor Rottenstrich and a second by Councilmember 
Krause it was unanimously agreed to read the following ordinance by title and 
open the time for public comments. 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2554-2020 
(RESOLTUION NO. 326-2020) 

 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE ACCEPTANCE OF A TWENTY FOOT 
STORM DRAINAGE EASEMENT ON BLOCK 3222.01 PORTION OF LOTS  
5.01 AND 5.02 IN THE BOROUGH OF FAIR LAWN  
 

There being no comments by the public, upon motion by Councilmember 
Krause and a second by Deputy Mayor Reinitz it was unanimously agreed to 
close the time for public hearing. 
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Upon motion by Councilmember Cutrone and a second by Deputy Mayor 
Reinitz, Resolution No.  326-2020 adopting Ordinance No. 2554–2020 was 
unanimously passed. 
 
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS ON CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS ONLY 
 
Upon motion by Deputy Mayor Reinitz and a second by Councilmember Krause   
the time for public comments on Agenda items only was opened. 
 
Alexander McParland, 3-22 Kenneth Avenue asked a question about Ordinance 
2555-2020.  Councilmember Cutrone replied that ordinances are not on the 
consent agenda so he can ask during the regular public comments. 
 
Pamela Coles, 13-34 George Street stated that she appreciates the Library and 
how it has been upgraded over the past several years.    She asked for an 
explanation of resolutions k, l, m, n.  Attorney Verrone explained that they are 
manuals for compliance that are required for the Borough to meet its Affordable 
Housing requirements. 
 
There being no comments, upon motion by Deputy Mayor Reinitz and a second 
by Councilmember Cutrone the time for public comments was unanimously 
closed. 
 
RESOLUTIONS BY CONSENT # 13-2020 
 
Upon motion by Councilmember Cutrone and a second by Deputy Mayor 
Reinitz, Consent Agenda 13-2020 containing the following items was 
unanimously passed.  
 

a. Resol. #327-2020  - Approval of Minutes: 
    Regular Meeting 7/28/2020 
    Work Session 8/11/2020 
    Regular Meeting 8/11/2020 
    Closed Session 8/11/2020 

b. Resol. #328-2020 - Authorizing Purchase with TRIUS Inc., 
through the  New Jersey Cooperative  
Purchasing Program for Miscellaneous Parts and 
Materials for Plows under State Contract#85856 

c. Resol. #329-2020 - Authorizing Refund of Overpayment of Taxes 
d. Resol. #330-2020 - Authorizing a Licensing and Support Agreement  

  with  RIO Supply, Inc. for the new Water Meter  
  Reading/Billing Software 
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e. Resol. #331-2020 - Authorizing First Amendment to Developer’s 
Agreement With AE Developers, LLC 

f. Resol. #332-2020 - Award Bid for Water & Sewage Pump Station 
Maintenance and Repair to A.C. Shultes, Inc.; 
Longo Electrical Mechanical, Inc.; Rapid Pump & 
Meter Service Co., Inc. and Coppola Services 

g. Resol. #333-2020 -  Acknowledging CY2020/SFY2021 Best Practices  
h.    Inventory 
i.     Resol. #334-2020 -  Approving Insertion of Item of Revenue –  

                      CARES Act Relief Program for $88,338.20 
j.    Resol. #335-2020 -  Authorizing Purchases through the Respective  

                                 State Contracts During 2020 
k. Resol. #336-2020 - Authorizing Purchase with Library Interiors, Inc. 

   through the New Jersey Joint Purchasing    
   Cooperative for Shelving for the Maurice M. Pine  

Free Public Library 
 k. Resol. #337-2020 -  Adopting the “Operating Manual for For-Sale Units Plan” 

for The Borough of Fair Lawn 
l. Resol. #338-2020 - Adopting the “Housing Rehabilitation Program” 

Manual for the Borough of Fair Lawn 
m. Resol. #339-2020 - Adopting the “Operating Manual for  

For-Rental Units Plan” for the Borough of Fair Lawn  
n. Resol. #340-2020 - Adopting the “Affordability Assistance Program 

Manual” for the Borough of Fair Lawn 
o. Resol. #341-2020 - Authorizing Tax Refund – Disabled Veteran 
p. Resol. #342-2020 - Authorizing Tax Settlement – 4-25 Banta Place 
q. Resol. #343-2020 -  Authorizing Purchase Utilizing the Bergen 

 County Cooperative Contract – #170-50.1  
 Roof Install – DPW Sewer Dept. and Dobrow 
 Sports Complex 

r.       Resol. #344-2020 - Approving Insertion of Item of Revenue –  
    CARES Act Relief Program for $74,707.75 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 
Deputy Mayor Rottenstrich suggested renaming the Fair Lawn Arboretum to the 
James Vanderbeck Arboretum. 
 
Upon motion by Deputy Mayor Rottenstrich and a second by Deputy Mayor 
Reinitz, it was unanimously agreed to rename the Fair Lawn Arboretum to the 
James Vanderbeck Arboretum. 
 
Deputy Mayor Reinitz stated that it is a great honor for a great man in our 
community. 
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Manager Van Kruiningen discussed extending the twice a week garbage 
collection for 2021.  Manager Van Kruiningen explained that the cost for the 
twice a week garbage pickup being added at the beginning, which would start 
on Monday, May 3rd, would cost an additional $47,500.00.  The extension at the 
end of the twice a week pickup, which would go through October 2nd, would 
be an additional $43,300.00, for a total of $90,800.00.  He requested a decision 
this evening in order to get the calendar printed and distributed on time. 
 
Councilmember Cutrone stated that she did not feel comfortable allocating 
$90,000.00 without seeing any of the budget numbers for 2021.  She suggested 
printing the calendars with the normal schedule and make an announcement if 
they decide to extend it. 
 
Mayor Peluso agreed with Councilmember Cutrone and would like to get the 
full picture of the budget before making a $90,000.00 decision. 
 
There was a consensus to wait until they see a full picture of the budget to make 
a decision on the extension of the twice a week garbage pickup for 2021. 
 
Deputy Mayor Rottenstrich asked to put a discussion of Holiday Celebrations on 
for the next work session. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
Upon motion by Deputy Mayor Reinitz and a second by Deputy Mayor 
Rottenstrich, it was unanimously agreed to open the time for public comments. 
 
Jim Montano, 91-08 Cantor Place spoke about how the Fair Lawn Police 
department has done a great job.  In the last 17 years we have only had one 
incident that has been of extreme significance and that was the death of Mary 
Ann Collura who gave her life in defense of this town.  Every year the members 
of this town get together to honor Mary Ann Collura and the sacrifice she has 
made.   
 
He spoke about how there are other Police officers who reach out to our 
residents on a regular basis.  In the middle of this pandemic when children aren’t 
allowed to have birthday parties, our Police officers drive by to give a little bit of 
COVID happiness by showing them the Police officers and Police lights.  Police 
officers also reach out with the collect a cards for our children, giving them a 
chance to meet the officers and get to know them.  He wanted to credit our 
officers and the Chief for having these programs and taking their time to do this.  
He stated that a lot of the reforms that are being asked for around the country 
are already being done in our town.   
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Our town is one of only one third of the towns in the State of New Jersey to be 
accredited.  He believes a lot of that is through the very strong efforts of 
community outreach that our officers make on a regular day.  He believes that 
for change to happen, we need to not only criticize but also point out when 
things are done right.   He is requesting the Mayor and Council, on behalf of 
your constituents, issue a proclamation or resolution expressing a vote of 
confidence in our Chief of Police and in the hard working members of the Fair 
Lawn Police Force.  He thanked them for their time and hope they will seriously 
consider his request. 
 
Mayor Peluso thanked Mr. Montano and spoke about how really proud he was 
of the community services the Police Department offers.  It is really hard to find a 
department that does as much outreach for the community and they 
appreciate all the work they do. 
 
Pamela Coles, 13-34 George Street asked about the tower on top of the 
building next to the Post Office.  Manager Van Kruiningen stated that it is a Cell 
Tower.  He explained that they had six to eight hearings before the Zoning Board 
on that application and that they met all the requirements.  She requested that 
they consider an ordinance to have some kind of consistency with the buildings. 
 
Mayor Peluso explained that at the last Council meeting they had a 
presentation on the Main Street Guidelines with the EDC that they are looking to 
implement.  He stated that they are moving towards having more normalcy 
amongst the buildings in the various downtown sections here in Fair Lawn.   
 
Deputy Mayor Rottenstrich stated that she would send her the planning design 
guidelines that they were presented with.  She explained that they will be 
discussing them at an upcoming Planning Board Work Session.  They are working 
having the guidelines made as an addendum to the Master Plan and 
considering an overlay ordinance. 
 
Ms. Coles commented that the bench dedication to Karen Peterson and John 
Cosgrove couldn’t have gone to two better human beings in the service of Fair 
Lawn.   She said that she requested her class to be notified as a class so that 
they could be in attendance to honor Karen.  Mayor Peluso explained that this 
was not done by the Borough, it was done by Sunrise Rotary.  He stated that in 
the spring they will be honoring Karen at the pergola and they will notify her.  
 
She spoke about how outstanding the accreditation of the Police Department is 
and how she would love to see an acknowledgement regarding our Police. 
 
Mayor Peluso mentioned that they had a discussion with the Police Department 
about releasing a joint statement, but it was decided by the Borough Manager 
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and some members of the Police department not to so at this time.  He didn’t 
want them to think that they were not listening to them but they had come to a 
consensus to just to be quiet for a little bit.  He stated that he supports our Police 
Department and there are a number of officers who have gone above and 
beyond for this community that we are extremely appreciative of. 
 
Councilmember Krause thanked the Chief and Detective Chris O’Shaughnessy 
for allowing him to try out the Firearm Simulator that they use to train the Police 
officers with.  If anyone interested in learning more about the Police, this is 
definitely another great opportunity for people to look into.  
 
Deputy Mayor Reinitz stated that he spoke to Sergeant Metzler and the 
Community Police Division about trying to find ways to get them more funding 
so that they can continue more of what they do.  He personally reached out to 
our Grant Writers and our Congressman to try to find ways to get more money to 
help support our Community Policing projects. 
 
Alexander McParland, 3-22 Kenneth Avenue asked a question pertaining to 
Ordinance 2555-2020.  Attorney Verrone responded by stating that it is a little 
premature to answer any questions when the Ordinance has been tabled and 
may be changed.  Mayor Peluso explained that they will be discussing it at the 
November 10th Work Session and they will open time for public comments at 
that point.   
 
Mr. McParland spoke about the discussion on getting more funds for the Police 
Department.  He stated that twenty five percent of our budget goes to the 
Police Department.  He questioned whether the Police really need more money 
from our community? Mayor Peluso explained that they look at each issue 
individually when it comes to the budget.  He said that there is a request by the 
Chief to review getting body cameras for the Police Officers and he feels that is 
something that would be both beneficial to our Police Department and our 
residents.  That is something that he is very supportive of even if it does increase 
the budget.  He explained that we always go over each line item in the budget.   
Regarding the personnel matter that you mentioned it is being reviewed and he 
cannot comment on it at this time.  Deputy Mayor Reinitz explained that the 
grant money and the Federal Government doesn’t come out of our tax payer’s 
money, if anything it offsets any money spent by the tax payer.   
 
Ian Hartman, 9 Hirschklau Lane asked a question regarding a Police personnel 
issue and Attorney Verrone stated that the Mayor and Council can’t comment 
on any allegations regarding personnel.  Mr. Hartman then asked who would 
discipline any employee found to be engaging in inappropriate behavior.  
Attorney Verrone explained that the City Manager would have that authority.   
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There being no more comments, upon motion by Councilmember Cutrone and 
a second by Councilmember Krause the time for public comments was 
unanimously closed. 
 
 
 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
Upon motion by Deputy Mayor Reinitz and second by Councilmember Cutrone               
the meeting was adjourned at 8:40 p.m. 
 
      
      Respectfully submitted, 
             
      ________________________________________                                                               
      Coleen Goddel, RMC        
       Municipal Clerk 
               
 

The undersigned have read and approve the foregoing minutes.  
 

 
________________________________________           

Mayor Kurt Peluso 
 
 

 
                                                         _________________________________                                                                
Deputy Mayor Josh Reinitz              Deputy Mayor Gail Rottenstrich       
 
                                                            __________________________________  
Councilmember Cristina Cutrone  Councilmember Kris Krause 

 


